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This book was written by a secondary and a primary school teacher to provide key 
vocabulary for twenty topics, and to give teachers ideas for introducing, teaching, 
reinforcing and extending new vocabulary. Each topic has key vocabulary, word 
matching cards, an activity sheet, a puzzle page, and ideas for extending learning 
through sentence building. Many topics also have picture cards. Using the book 
can support the teacher in covering many of the objectives in the Framework for 
Modern Foreign Languages using a choice of fun and lively activities.

The key vocabulary pages can be enlarged to A3 for classroom display, or 
photocopied and laminated as reference cards. The word and picture matching cards 
can be used in many ways. Lessons should begin with work on the Oracy Objectives 
in the Framework by repeating the new words after the teacher and playing 
some flashcard games. The children can then work in mixed ability pairs, using the 
photocopiable sheets from the book. They can match the words face up, then progress 
to matching them face down in a ‘pairs’ game. They could also play snap. They could 
glue the English words on an A3 sheet and carefully write the French words next 
to them, or glue on the French words, and draw pictures to match each word, and 
progress to writing the new words from memory.

The sentence building sheets can further develop the children’s language skills, 
reinforcing vocabulary by using it in simple sentences. The suggestions work towards 
the Literacy Objectives in the Framework and will further develop children’s reading 
and writing skills. The puzzle pages reinforce the language further in a fun way, and 
could also be used for homework.

Children should be encouraged to think about how they learn new vocabulary, a skill 
the Language Learning Strategies section of the Framework encourages. Visual 
learners will benefit from the matching sheets, and from drawing pictures to match. 
Auditory learners will benefit from repeating after the teacher and hearing their 
partner say the new words, perhaps during a game of snap. Kinaesthetic learners 
will enjoy cutting the words up and matching them. Using a variety of methods will 
cater for the many different learning styles in a class and ensure that confidence and 
ability grow alongside each other.

The Knowledge about Language section of the Framework encourages children to 
focus on their pronunciation and intonation. It is crucial that the language on the 
sheets is modelled by the teacher, or using a CD or Internet resource, and followed up 
with songs and rhymes.

We use all of the resources in this book ourselves with much success. Our pupils enjoy 
the challenge of learning new vocabulary and complete the guided sheets with pride 
and confidence. We sincerely hope that you and your pupils enjoy learning and using 
their new vocabulary.

Introduction



5

Th
is
 p

ag
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

ph
ot

oc
op

ie
d 

fo
r 

us
e 

by
 t
he

 p
ur

ch
as

er
 o

nl
y

© Nicolette Hannam, Michelle Williams and Brilliant Publications. Bonne Idée.

Les chiffres     Key vocabulary

 0 zéro
 1 un
 2 deux
 3 trois
 4 quatre
 5 cinq
 6 six
 7 sept
 8 huit
 9 neuf
 10 dix
 11 onze
 12 douze

Allez, on compte! We are going
 to count.
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Les chiffres Matching cards

1 2 3

4 5 6

un deux trois

quatre cinq six
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7 8 9

10 11 12

sept huit neuf

dix onze douze

Les chiffres Matching cards
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Les chiffres Activity sheet

I can name and recognize numbers from 1 to 12 in French.
Write the word for each number carefully and neatly in the grid below. 
Then draw the correct number of items to match. For example, write un 
and draw one object. It can be anything you like, maybe a smiley face.

un six huit trois douze sept

deux quatre neuf cinq onze dix

Extra!

What is the highest number that you know in French? 
Write it in words.

Nom: ..................................................   Date: ..............

............. ............. ............. ............. .............

............. ............. ............. ............. ............. .............

.............
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Les chiffres Puzzle page

Cherche les mots dans la grille.
Search for the words in the grid.

zéro
un
deux
trois
quatre
cinq
six
sept
huit
neuf
dix
onze
douze

Remets les lettres dans l’ordre.
Put the letters in order.

nu un
ptes ...............
uqtaer ...............
roits ...............
uiht ...............
qinc ...............
xdeu ...............
fenu ...............
xsi ...............
nzoe ...............
xid ...............
eduoz ...............

q g c o d o u z e h

s u a j m l n e u f

j o a p l s e w x v

s e p t o m g d f c

i o u x r z u i l i

x j t o d e u x p n

h g r w r b v b c q

e t o y s o n z e d

h u i t r q p o y t

p o s w z é r o o m

3

4
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Les chiffres Sentence building

Ask a question
Tu as quel âge? How old are you?
J’ai dix ans. I am ten years old.

Play a game
C’est quel numéro? What number am I thinking of?
C’est le numéro sept? Is it number seven?
Non, c’est plus. No, higher.
Non, c’est moins. No, lower.
Oui, bonne réponse. Yes, good answer.

Count items in the room
Il y a combien d’enfants? How many children are there?
Il y a combien de chaises? How many chairs are there?
Il y a … There are …

Sing a song
Use a song to reinforce vocabulary such as ‘Comptons jusqu’à 20’ from 
J’aime Chanter!


